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GNOME ON THE Ã‡RAmE .being prepared for its July 1 openini, sits roadside to Route209 in Kerhonkson on the Kelder Farm. 
. . .  

Mini-gotfwith a message 
a and maybe the biggest garden gnome in the world 

BY ANDREW HICKEY 
-countyPress 

Maria Iteidelbach wrote the 
book on mini-golf - literally 
But she didn't stop there. Rei- 

delbach built a course in the 
middle of Manhattan and now 
she's partnered with Kerhonk- 
son's KeUer Farm to build an- 
ofhec 

TanyagOI Ihad ide .9  
todesignanagriculture-themed 
roadsideattraction," Reidelbach, 
co-author of the 1967 book 
"Miniature Golf" said as she 
tooka break recently from work- 
ing on her newest project 

But ifs not just a row of corn 
and a couple of putters. Reidel- 
bath's vision includes what 
niaybe the biggest garden gnome 
on earth - thus the name 
"Gnome on the Grange Mini- 
Gott" 
Reidelbach, a New York City 

resident who has been spending 
summers inUlster County for 15 

Â¥mass rescued the gnome's 
frame inthe city foracourse she 
was building there. Having 
stored the "homeless gnome" in 
ahcal&d,she(kddmito~ 
mw-mw 
her theme, and named him 
'ChanaskK" 

And, Reidelbach said, she has 
invltedarepresentattvefromthe 
Guinness Book of World 
Records to inspect the gnome 
and create a new category for 
'Chomsky" to dominate 

As Bridget Weaver and John 
Hutchinson w o w  last week to 
prepare the garden gnome for 
his close-up, Reidelbach worked 
to prep the course for its July 1 
opening day 

And if Keidelbach's persist- 
encsinfindingahomeforher 
dreAamhasauy~rnW& 
nal product, it should be unstop- 
patle. 

"About fill-ecjem ago, I start- 
dknockingmibarndoors,"she 

'When Maria approached me about collabo- 
rating on the project, it seemed like a win- 
win proposition.' 
CHRIS KELOER, Owner, Kelderi%m tn Herhonkson 

said. 
IteKteltetth's cold calling 

method paid off when she 
caught the attention of Chris 
Keidec She ashed the Keldw 
faltifly to dedicate a small swath 
of their massive spread, which 
features a farm stand, U-pick 
fields, a petting zoo and farm 
tours, to her a-eation- 

'Â¥Whe Maria approached me 
about collaborating on the pmj- 
eefitseemedokeawin-win 
prBwxdaoin,"KadBrsaid.'tOtHM 
Wysforthekidstoenjoythe 
farmandsomethingfunforall 
8866." 
The 10-hole course is fes- 

tooned with edible, herbal and 
medicinal fruits, wcetables and 
plants-manyof which~dder 
grows on his own farm. 

brussel sprouts and hart) &- 
dens, Reidelbacfa plans for chick- 
ens and ducks to populate the 
course. As golfers P- fl-om 
holetohole,they canreadsigns 
annotated with the history lore, 
myths and culinary tips about 
the vegetation around them. 

Pieces of old farm equipment 

incorporated as obstacles on a 
fewoftheholes.Ahollowedtoe 

sits infrontof the cup on one^ 
hole,amini-golfhazardfliom(he 
old days, Reidelbach said. An- 
other standard, the tractor tire 
twisted -fly into &loop-tfae- 
loop,loomsonanotherhole. 

R e i a e m & ~ ~ t h e  
~plantlngs will takeabout a year 
tofiUinmm&&thisfirsta 
son win be "pretty much expert- 
mental." 


